Bilateral putaminal necrosis caused by methanol poisoning: a case report.
Bilateral putaminal necrosis is characteristic of methanol poisoning. A 31-year-old male alcoholic had headache, impaired consciousness, neck stiffness, roving eyes with dilated unreactive pupils, papilloedema, abdominal pain, vomiting, and severe metabolic acidosis after a binge. Abnormalities of the cerebrospinal fluid included an initial pressure of 240 mmH2 O, RBC 286/mm3, WBC 8/mm3, and protein 179 mg/dl. Peritoneal dialysis was performed on the 2nd day after drinking. A blood test for methanol was not performed until the 5th day, and its results was negative. However, computed tomography (CT) on the 3rd day showed necrosis and hemorrhage of bilateral putamina and the cerebral cortex, and post-contrast enhancement of meninges. On the 22nd day, a CT revealed further changes: necrosis of bilateral subcortical white matter, and post-contrast gyral enhancement at the otherwise normal-looking areas of the cerebral cortex. We suggest that, in certain situations, the characteristic CT findings are helpful in the diagnosis of methanol poisoning.